
          

 
 
 
Dear Sunrise Mountain Community, 
 
I know you have all heard that Governor Ducey and Superintendent Hoffman have officially closed Arizona 
schools for the remainder of the year.  Although we are saddened by this news, we also know that it is a 
necessary move to keep our students, families and staff safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We are receiving many questions with regard to required work and issuance of grades.  Initially we believed 
that enrichment activities to keep students engaged in learning through April 10th would be sufficient.  
However, in light of schools being closed for the remainder of the year, we may have to slightly adjust our 
thinking.  We want our staff to embrace the philosophy, “Love before lessons.  Patience before programs.  
Relationships before rigor.  Grace before grades.”  We realize that everyone is operating with a unique set of 
circumstances at home.  We also want to continue to encourage all students, as we always have, to take full 
advantage of the educational opportunities being presented to them at this time.  We know that, as in any 
situation, you get out of something, whatever you put into it.  We don’t want to be punitive, but we do want 
our students to continue learning.  Our teachers are working hard to provide activities, lessons, projects to 
support ongoing learning for the remainder of the year, and we expect our students to take full advantage of 
those opportunities.  Not doing so could have adverse ramifications…lack of preparation and prerequisite 
knowledge for future course selections for one.  Sunrise Mountain has a long history of academic excellence, 
and there’s no reason we can’t continue the excellence through this pandemic.  Parents, please encourage your 
students to complete teacher assignments to the very best of their abilities and circumstances.  Students, take 
advantage of every educational opportunity presented to you.   Our teachers will take care of the rest. 
We will continue to communicate any changes in expectations as our district monitors and adjusts for the 
current situation.  
 
Thank you for your flexibility, resilience and positivity during these trying times.  We appreciate you, and we 
C.A.R.E. about you!  Mustang strong! 

  

Vance Setka 

Principal 
Sunrise Mountain High Schoo 

 


